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Put down your iPhones – The Martians Are Coming!

A new selection of photographic works from one of Australia’s most interesting and provocative 
cross media artists - emerging Mexican/Australian Artist Sissy Reyes – is exhibiting as part of 

prestigious Head On Photo Festival in Sydney this month. 

Reyes’ melancholic and otherworldly series The Martian’s Are Coming! has already found 

artistic acclaim and critical attention overseas – having been recently featured in the online 
galleries of the UK's ‘FORMAT Festival 2017: Habitat’  and the international ‘Lens Culture 

Emerging talents Awards’ 2016 and will be exhibiting from May 25 at Gaffa Gallery in Sydney.

The artist, supported by the prestigious Ian Potter Cultural Trust Emerging Artist Grant and the 

Arts NSW Artist Grant administered by the National Association for the Visual Arts, created the 
haunting series while in residence at coveted Arteles Creative Residency program in Finland – 

describes ‘The Martians are coming!’ as an exploration of time, place and presence in today’s 
information-rich and digitally overloaded existence. Reyes said: 

“As our everyday interactions become dominated by our dependence on digital technology, we 
paradoxically alienate ourselves in our devices while trying to connect with others, yet ceasing 

to connect with the ‘here and now’ even when in complete solitude. Are we ever present?”
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Through this premise the artist sets out to depict reimagined moments of solitude and 

presence, celebrating them as rare an occasion as an encounter with an alien life form. 
“Martians” then become metaphor for the ’here and now’ and the feelings we allow ourselves in 

solitude. We are more connected and yet disconnected then ever before.

The Artist – also creator and one half of political provocative gender bending art duo Purple 
Moustacho  - has come to attention in the art world with exhibitions which challenge gender 

norms such as previous video work The Genderator – an almost mythical and frightening 
creature who dips everyday objects in bubblegum pink paint; to provocative videos in which a 

silk-gloved hand sensually caresses an artichoke resembling the female form (letting our 
imaginations fly! Which is exactly what the duo wants to achieve) and most recently a series of 

warped and effeminate Disney villain playing cards to bring attention to gender stereotypes in 
pop culture.

The Head on Photo Festival is the leading photographic festival and prize in Australia. 

This associate exhibition runs at Gaffa Gallery, 281 Clarence St. Sydney 2000 from the 25th of 
May to the 5th of June 2017.

-Ends- 

For more information, high resolution images or to arrange an interview with Sissy Reyes, 
please contact the artist directly on M: 0405 348  238 or at sissymreyes@gmail.com 

Artist’s Website: https://www.sissyreyes.com/  

Head On Photo Festival: https://www.headon.com.au/ 
Purple Mustacho: http://www.purplemoustacho.portfoliobox.io/touch 

Image 1 ‘The Road’ 2016, image 2 ‘Here’ 2016. All copyrights by Sissy Reyes
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